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FFOOD SSECURITTY 

EEven before tthe January 112, 2010 earrthquake tha t devastatedd Haiti , its peeople faced mmalnutrition and food 
insecurity, annd were extremely vulne rable to any natural disaaster that dissrupted theirr ability to suustainably 
ggrow crops. Haiti was thhe poorest ccountry in thhe Western Hemispheree and ranke d 148 out oof 179 on 
tthe UN Hum an Developmment Index. Eighty perceent of the poopulation w was under thee official povverty line 
aand one Hai tian child ouut of every ffour childre n was chronnically unde rnourished. While 60 ppercent of 
HHaitians worrked in agriiculture, moore than 50 percent off the food consumed iin Haiti is i mported. 
Immediately following th e earthquake, the U.S. g overnment wworked with the Govern ment of Haitti and the 
international community to ensure thhat millions oof Haitians re ceived food and water. 

FFOCUS: REEDUCING VULNERABILITY 

TThe U.S. goveernment, thrrough the U..S. Agency foor Internationnal Developmment, is worrking to reduuce Haiti’s 
vvulnerability to food cris es and imprrove Haitianss’ long‐term health To ddate, USAID has provideed $140.6 
mmillion in eemergency food assistaance througgh the Woorld Food PProgram and Private VVoluntary 
OOrganization s. USAID aalso provideed partners with $47.5 million for r food vouc hers and shhort‐term 
eemployment programs thhat will give households tthe ability too purchase foood for theirr families andd support 
tthe recoveryy of marketss. Additionaally, USAID iss providing $35.5 millio on annually ffor longer teerm food 
aassistance thhat targets vvery food innsecure houuseholds witth programss that increaase their aggricultural 
pproduction a nd improve ttheir health aand nutritionn. 

RRESULTS: IIMPROVING HAITI’S FFOOD SECURITY 

OOur short‐ teerm intervenntions are woorking to keeep Haitians hhealthy whil e we help HHaiti improvee its long‐
tterm food se curity. 

USAIDD’s emergenccy food reliief reached 4 million ppeople in thhe first threee months aafter the 

earthqquake, the la rgest ever urrban food disstribution. 

Targetted food aid is currentlyy being distri buted to appproximately y 1.6 million of Haiti’s m ost food‐

insecuure, focusing on preventinng malnutritiion in childreen under twoo,; pregnant aand lactatingg women; 

school children; orrphans, HIV aaffected famiilies and vulnnerable peopple in institut ions. 

Food vouchers ar e being pro vided to 20 ,000 food‐innsecure housseholds and 140,000 peeople are 

receiving employmment throughh short‐term cash and foood‐for‐work programs. 

OOur long‐terrm programss have beenn successful because off the interv ventions andd farming teechniques 
introduced thhrough our pprograms lastt spring: 

Yieldss in three different areas of the counttry increasedd production by 75 perceent overall, inncluding a 

139 ppercent increease for sorghhum and a 1 18 percent inncrease for ccorn. 

Resullts from a ric e cultivation trial in Haiti show yields that were onn average 1550‐190 perceent higher 

than the same va rieties planteed in a tradit ional manneer. 
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